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Lebanon was ranked 79 but came

second in terms of relative improvement
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"It is not easy to influence the upper levels but we can see a lot of civil society leaders
playing a major role at government levels," Allam said. "More community leaders are now
playing the role of advisers to government ministers in Lebanon, so leaders are looking
seriously at the role of civil society."

Sahar Atrache, Lebanon Analyst for the International Crises Group, disagreed with
Allam's optimistic assessment, arguing that the ranking ignored a lot of inequalities within
the political system.

"Some people contest whether or not Lebanon is even a democracy,” Atrache told The
Media Line. "In general, it's not really a democracy but a gathering of several
communities sharing power."

"In the last few years we have witnessed an increase in the power of community leaders
and sectarian communities," she explained. "Religious community leaders can change
what happens in power more than institutions in a real democracy are expected to."

"There have been many regional and international changes that may have contributed to
this ranking, such as restarting relations with Syria, talks with Iran, reconciliation with
Saudi Arabia," Atrache said, explaining why Lebanon received such a positive ranking. "In
a way internal and external situations pushed more of the parties towards reconciliation,
so that we are now witnessing more consensus than before."

But Allam argued that while the situation was not perfect, the ranking signaled a bright
future.

"Democracy is a process more than a decision or an action," he said. "We have big
challenges but a lot of improvements have happened in Lebanon.”
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